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Synopsis

In this lively comedy, a successful restaurateur Ron Cleary (Bruce Altman)

relies on “four simple rules” to balance a hectic job, a suspicious wife, and

his Don Juan impulses. Like a skilled waiter bearing a precariously stacked

tray, Ron deftly maneuvers his overbooked life until the day a slip threatens

to send everything crashing.

ORIGINAL DIALOGUE LIST
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INT. JOAN'S SUBURBAN HOME-- BATHROOM -- DAY

RON CLEARY (40's) examines his back in the mirror, opens his

briefcase, pulls a shirt from dry cleaning package, puts it on and

takes another shirt--same color and style--and puts it back in the

brief case. Ron fixes his hair, takes a quick spray of Binaca and

exits.

INT. JOAN'S KITCHEN--MOMENTS LATER

Ron comes in. JOAN (30's) is at the stove making eggs.

RON

Joan?

JOAN

You don’t want something to eat before

you go?

RON

No, thanks babe. I’m running late.

He kisses her goodbye. His cell phone ring as he exits the back

door.

EXT. JOAN'S SUBURBAN BACKYARD--DAY

Ron answers the cell phone.

RON

Yes, honey.

He waves goodbye to Joan as he opens a back gate to an alleyway.

EXT. BACK ALLEY--CONTINUOUS

RON

Uh-huh….Mmm…uh-huh.

He checks his watch. It is 11 a.m.

RON

No, No I…uhm.…I just left the plant

store. Uh-huh.

Ron climbs into his car, a Burgundy 2002 Lincoln Continental.

INT. THE CLEARY HOME -- CONTINUOUS
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Ron's wife LAUREEN (late 30's) serves her MOTHER (60's), a plate

of bagels.

LAUREEN

Were you able to find it? Mother said

she went by there and they didn't have

them. Uh-huh!

…….. What?

MOTHER

(whispering)

He's lying to you.

EXT. SUBURBAN STREET -- DAY

Ron is driving.

RON

No, I just told you they'll deliver the

plant on Saturday and we can take it to

your sister's on Sunday.

SWISH PAN TO:

EXT. DRY CLEANERS -- MOMENTS LATER

Ron comes out with a stack of five shirts, each a different color.

RON

Don’t worry. It’s all taken

care of.

LAUREEN (O.S.)

And what about her birthday cake?

RON

I'm walking out of the pastry shop with

it right now. Uh-huh, yeah.

Ron notices a YOUNG WOMAN (32) standing by a car a few feet away.

ANGLE ON

Ron opens his trunk, pulls back a covering, removes a false

bottom, places the shirts and replaces the covering.
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RON

Listen, you’re breaking up. Uh-hum.

that’s right. No. Hello? Are you still

there?

Ron looks again at the girl then waves his cell phone in the air.

RON

If we get cut off, I'll uh--

Ron clicks off the cell phone. He closes the trunk.

EXT. YOUNG WOMAN'S CAR -- MOMENTS LATER

Ron leans on the trunk chatting with the woman.

RON

And it’s uh…it’s my restaurant. It’s

called Deux Amis. And……uh……right?

RON (O.S)

Well honey, I couldn't call you back

because I went right into a meeting with

a liquor distributor. Where are you?

EXT. MOTHER’S HOUSE – CONTINUOUS

Laureen and mother get out of the car with their bags.

LAUREEN

I’m at Mother’s. We just got back

from shopping. Uh-huh. I love

you, too.

Laureen hangs up the phone as mother closes the trunk of

the car.

LAUREEN

He was at a meeting with a liquor

distributor.

MOTHER

And you believe that?

LAUREEN

What are you trying to say

mother?

MOTHER

Nothing.
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EXT. “DEUX AMIS”-- RESTAURANT -- DAY

Ron gets out of his car. And walks towards the entrance. Nancy

comes out with table settings

INT. RESTAURANT--HALLWAY -- DAY

Ron walks down the hallway. NANCY (20'S), a hostess, passes.

NANCY

Ah, Ron I found the plant that you

wanted. It'll be delivered on Saturday.

RON

Uh, thanks, Nance.

NANCY

You’re welcome.

LANA, (20’s) exits the restaurant and walks off. Ron walks up to

the restaurant.

INT – RESTAURANT BAR AREA – DAY

Ron enters. PETE (30’s) Ron’s partner, leans over the bar checking

the stock with the bartender.

RON

Who’s that?

PETE

Who?

RON

Uh, the brunette who was just in

here.

PETE

A Russian girl, she wanted the waitress

job.

RON

And?

PETE

And nothing. She doesn’t have any

experience. We didn’t hire her. Ron!
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RON takes off out the restaurant

EXT. STREET -- DAY

Ron pushes his way through people

RON

Excuse me. Pardon me. Excuse me.

I’m sorry. Pardon me.

Ron catches up with the LANA

RON

Excuse me, yes. Hi, I think there's

been a mistake. A very big mistake.

INT. RESTAURANT BAR AREA --DAY

RON

Nicole will show you the kitchen

and introduce you to the chef.

LANA

Alright.

RON

So Lana, I’m going to put you on

the schedule tomorrow night.

Alright?

LANA

Thank you.

RON

You’re welcome.

As LANA leaves RON notices PETE staring at him.

RON

What?

PETE

It’s just that you’re pathetic.

No, no, correction. You’re out

of your mind. Do you realize

that if Laureen catches you

screwing around one more time,

you jeopardize everything we’ve

worked for? Her old lady stops

paying the bills, the vendors
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stop delivering any goods and

you and I are out on our butts

just like that.

RON

It’s not going to happen.

PETE just stares at RON

RON

What?

PETE

You’re not listening to a

word….a word I’m saying!

RON

Pete, what you don’t realize is

that this time I’ve come up with

a foolproof system.

PETE

A foolproof system.

RON

Uh-huh. You see I have created a

system so perfect that Laureen

doesn’t even suspect anything.

No suspicion, no jealousy. No

jealousy, no accusation. No

accusation, no problems.

PETE

How does this foolproof system

work Einstien?

RON

The four simple rules.

PETE

The four simple rules.

RON

Uh-huh.

PETE

Which are?
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RON

Rule one: Answer your cell phone

whenever the wife calls. At all

times, at all locations, under

any conditions.

Rule two: Eliminate all physical

evidence. No credit card receipts. No

lingering hairs. No traces of

perfume.

Rule three: I never ever break

my schedule. I’m home at the

same time every night. Laureen

knows, that when she rolls over

at four AM I’m there. And not a

second later.

PETE

Alright. What’s rule four?

RON

This is the cardinal rule. The

rule that must never be broken.

It’s what you do when, I don’t

know for whatever reason, fate

what have you; the wife starts

to get suspicious. Halt all

operations. I don’t care how

beautiful the woman you’re

pursuing is.

EXT SHOTS OF CLEARY APARTMENT BUILDING

RON (O.S)

You do whatever it takes to

return to the state of

equilibrium you’ve established.

Because at the end of the day

that’s what keeps your boat

afloat.

INT – CLEARY BEDROOM – DAY

Creaking noise of the bed along with heavy panting and

breathing
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LAUREEN

Honey. Honey?

RON

What?

LAUREEN

Honey, you’re not uh..

RON

What?

LAUREEN

You’re not fooling – oh, my God

– fooling around on me again are

you?

RON

What are you serious?

LAUREEN

I definitely am.

RON

Why would you think that?

LAUREEN

Just something about the way

you’re making love to me. It

feels different.

RON

I am not messing around. You

really got to trust me on this

one, babe.

LAUREEN

You never called me ‘babe’

before?

RON

What…uhhhh. Yes, I have. I…sure

I have.

LAUREEN flips him over

LAUREEN

You listen to me, Ron Cleary. If
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I get even a slightest hint that

you’re screwing around on me

again, I’ll kick you out of this

house on your ass. And I’ll

have my mother shut down that

restaurant of yours so quickly

that you won’t even know what

happened. Do you …uh, do you get

my drift?

Cut to outside of house.

LAUREEN

Oh, my God!

The bed and the dresser are now rocking violently.

LAUREEN

I love you, Ron.

RON

I love you, too.

INT – CAR – DAY

Ron is driving his car while talking to PETE on his cell

phone.

RON

Well, Pete now I’m saying I want

to let her go. I know I’m the

one who ran after her. I

understand that. This is my own

decision. Listen, as my partner

I’m just asking you to support

me on this one will you? No,

I’m going to be the one to tell

her. I’ll come in tonight and

I’ll tell her as soon as I see

her. Alright, you’re the best.
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INT – RESTAURANT – EVENING

A series of quick shots showing the restaurant crowded with

people drinking, smoking and socializing. RON moves around

the bar personally greeting the customers.

RON

Is this good?

MAN

Excellent.

RON

Felix, everything ok?

NANCY

Ron, I need to speak with you

when you have a moment.

RON

Very good, Nance. Hello! How are

you doing? Hi Pete, been working

a lot. Hello, how is it going?

Nice to see you. You alright?

Good.

Turns around and notices LANA

RON

Hi.

LANA

Hi.

INT. RON'S CAR -- NIGHT

RON and LANA go at it. She's only in her panties and an

unbuttoned shirt. Ron glances at the dashboard clock. It's 3:30

a.m.

RON

Lana. Lana?

LANA

What?

RON

I need to stop.
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LANA

What!

RON

Sweet heart, I have to stop

right now. I’m sorry.

Ron starts throwing her things out of the car.

RON

Please.

LANA

Ron!

RON

Please…

LANA

Look, Ron.

RON

I have to go.

LANA

Look, I’m sorry I didn’t invite

you up but my roommate-

RON

It’s not about your roommate. I have to

go – you were wonderful. I love you. You

need to get out.

LANA

Ron!

RON opens her car door throwing her clothes onto the sidewalk.

RON

I know this is ridiculous, right? This

is crazy. Close the door. I have to go.

Right now.
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LANA

But-

RON

Thank you. Goodbye.

RON drives away

LANA

But Ron……where is my…..shit!!

INT. BEDROOM-- NIGHT

He lies down closing his eyes. Laureen turns resting her head on

his stomach. She checks the clock. It's 4:15 a.m.

INT. BEDROOM --MORNING

The alarm clock goes off. It's 7:15 a.m.

EXT. MOTHER’S HOUSE -- LATER

Ron’s car is parked in front of the house. LAUREEN’S mother walks

up to the car.

LAUREEN

Okay, she’s here.

MOTHER

Hello. Is everyone excited about Janice’s

birthday party? Oh! Oh, my goodness. Ron

the plant you got for Janice is

beautiful.

RON

Uh, thank you Mother.

MOTHER climbs into the back seat with LAUREEN. RON notices an

earring lying next to the plant and hurriedly jams it in his

pocket.

LAUREEN

Where’s the cake?
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MOTHER

I don’t know.

LAUREEN

Oh, good there it is.

INT. CAR -- DAY

Ron drives.

MOTHER

I told her if she is going to do

liposuction then do it where

they have some celebrity

surgeons who have experience in

doing that kind of thing

because-

He hits a speed bump. The car bounces. A high heel shoe appears

from under the front passenger seat. Ron doesn't see it.

MOTHER

Oh, oh my God. Did he hit someone?

RON

It was a speed bump, Mother.

LAUREEN

Ron is a little tired. He stayed out a

little later than usual last night.

Didn’t you, Ron?

RON

Yes, I did. It was very busy.

Ron looks at his wife who is leaning over his shoulder. He looks

down where, panic stricken, he spots the shoe. He turns white.

RON

Honey, honey please! Please sit back.

Don’t lean forward. It’s – you’ve got to

be careful, please! Safety.

LAUREEN

Since when are you so safety conscious?

RON
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I’ve always been safety

conscious. Now will you please

lean back? Please.

MOTHER

Here. Hold it a little more that

way. Ying-ya. Good. Yeah.

RON swerves the car and quickly grabs the shoe

MOTHER

Ronald, be careful!

RON

Sorry, sorry.

RON coughs and then rolls down the window. He again swerves

the car violently and throws the shoe out of the window. He

swerves back into his lane.

EXT. SISTER'S HOUSE -- MOMENTS LATER

Ron pulls up and hits the breaks.

INT. CAR--MOMENTS LATER

Car swerves.

MOTHER

Oh.

Car swerves again.

MOTHER

Oh, Jesus!

MOTHER

Where’s my shoe?

Laureen looks at her mother then at Ron.

LAUREEN

What?
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Ron, in the rear view mirror, looks at Laureen. She knows.

THE END
